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Message Text 


TAGS: EFIN, CPRS, EG, US 

SUBJECT: PRIVATE CLAIMS: MRS. GERTRUDE ROBERTS ZULFICAR 


REFS: (A) CAIRO 7200, (B) CAIRO 4462, (C) CAIRO DS-4, 

NOVEMBER 30, 1977 

1 . DEPARTMENT REGRETS DELAY IN RESPONDING TO EMBASSY'S 
INQUIRY CONCERNING CASE OF MRS. GERTRUDE ROBERTS ZULFICAR. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 8, 1977, L/C-HUANG WROTE TO MRS. ZULFICAR'S 
ATTORNEY IN ALEXANDRIA, MAITRE LORIS NASRI, INFORMING HER 
THAT DEPARTMENT DID NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION TO MAKE 
A JUDGMENT REGARDING THE VALIDITY OF MRS. ZULFICAR'S CLAIM. 
L/C-HUANG OFFERED TO DISCUSS CASE IN PERSON WHEN HE WOULD 
BE IN CAIRO ON ABOUT DECEMBER 2, 1977. AS EMBASSY KNOWS, 

PLANS FOR VISIT OF L/C-HUANG TO EGYPT WERE POSTPONED 
INDEFINITELY. 


3. REVIEW OF AVAILABLE RECORD STILL POSES PROBLEMS FOR 
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DEPARTMENT. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER MRS. ZULFICAR'S 
NATIONALIZED BONDS IN AMOUNT OF LE 2806 WERE PAID AS 
COMPENSATION IN A COMPLETED NATIONALIZATION TRANSACTION 
WHICH HAD BEEN AGREED TO BY MRS. ZULFICAR. IF MRS. 

ZULFICAR HAD NOT VOLUNTARILY ACCEPTED THE COMPENSATION 

PROPOSED BY EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES UNDER THE NATIONALIZA- 
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TION, SHE DID NOT FILE A TIMELY CLAIM WITH DEPARTMENT ON 
OR BEFORE JANUARY 22, 1975. PERHAPS IT COULD BE CONTENDED, 
DEPENDING UPON THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THAT IT MIGHT BE A NEW 
TAKING OF PROPERTY AFTER THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE 1976 
PRIVATE CLAIMS AGREEMENT. 

4. ON THE BASIS OF THE AVAILABLE RECORD, DEPARTMENT IS 
NOT READY TO QUESTION OR AGREE WITH ACTIONS OF BANQUE DU 
CAIRE IN ALEXANDRIA WITH RESPECT TO NATIONALIZED BONDS OF 
MRS. ZULFICAR. DEPARTMENT ALSO IS NOT READY TO TAKE 
MATTER UP WITH EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT FOR AN AGREED INTER- 
PRETATION OF THE AGREEMENT. 

5. IN VIEW OF FOREGOING, WHETHER MRS. ZULFICAR’S CLAIM 
FALLS UNDER THE 1976 CLAIMS AGREEMENT INVOLVES BOTH A 
QUESTION OF FACT AND LEGAL INTERPRETATION OF THAT AGREE- 
MENT. FOR MRS. ZULFICAR'S SAKE, DEPARTMENT WOULD PREFER 
NOT REPEAT NOT TO MAKE A DECISION AT THIS TIME BUT TO 
AWAIT AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS ALL THE DETAILS OF HER 
CASE WITH HER AND HER ATTORNEY, AS WELL AS WITH THE 
EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES, AT SOME APPROPRIATE TIME IN FUTURE. 

THIS WOULD PRECLUDE FURTHER POSSIBLE ADVERSE 
COMPLICATIONS. 

6. EMBASSY IS AUTHORIZED AND REQUESTED TO CONVEY CONTENTS 
OF THIS MESSAGE TO MRS. ZULFICAR OR HER ATTORNEY IN 
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ALEXANDRIA. IF NEGOTIATIONS ON RESERVED U.S. CLAIMS 
AGAINST EGYPT SHOULD BE INORDINATELY DELAYED, CONSIDERA- 
TION MIGHT BE GIVEN TO THE POSSIBILITY OF A SEPARATE TRIP 
TO EGYPT BY L/C-HUANG CONCERNING STATUS OF NUMEROUS 
ACCUMULATED CASES AND BLOCKED BANK ACCOUNTS WHICH REQUIRE 
DISCUSSION WITH APPROPRIATE EGYPTIAN AUTHORITIES. 

EMBASSY REACTION WOULD BE APPRECIATED. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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